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That Hirier preceded his declaration of war with a spate
oj lies, and has accompanied his every military and diplo
matic action since 1939 with lies is known to most people,
but few realize the extent and quality of his mendacity.
This little, book is more than a restatement of what is
general knowledge. It is the considered indictment by a
lawyer of high distinction who, until recently, was Lord

Chancellor of Great Britain, of a method of attack which
the German Fuehrer has reduced to a carefully studied
science by the employment of which he hoped to mislead
neutral opinion and hoodwink the German public. The
high authority of Lord Maugham should give it an im
portance m the eyes of ihu world which such a compilation
from the pen of any other man, however brilliant, might
lack. Those who read it will be strengthened in their
determination Co continue the struggle until all such
methods of international dealing have been proved disas
trous to their authors, and removed once and for all from
the fields of diplomacy.

PRINTED

I Hi:

DXFORD

IN

CANADA AND

UNIVERSITY

PRESS,

PUBLISHED

AMEN

BY

HOUSE,

TOROVro

You may freely redistribute this unaltered book

Digital version provided by www.HitlerLibrary.org Go there to find more eBooks

LIES AS ALLIES
OR

HITLER AT WAR
By

VISCOUNT MAUGHAM
Ex-Lord Chaticellor of Great Britain

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY

LONDON

TORONTO

PRESS

NEW YORK.

1941

You may freely redistribute this unaltered book

Digital version provided by www.HitlerLibrary.org Go there to find more eBooks

PREFACE
This is an unpretentious record of the lies of Adolf
Hitler and the sycophants whom he has gathered round
him, in his endeavour to dominate the civilized world.
As will be shown, he believes in the big and oft-repeated
lie as a means for attaining his end. He lies as to his
intentions, he lies as to his achievements, and on the

same principle he tells every sort of lie about his
opponents, whether they are the unfortunate people he
has wantonly attacked, or whether it is only Great
Britain, who resists him with a confident heart, and
whose power, with his habitual boastings, he vows to
destroy.

Doubtless he understands the psychology of his own
people. There is ample evidence that in his view they
consist mainly of credulous fools. But the inhabitants
of other nations, however limited their knowledge, will
not easily be deceived, and those who read this record
of Hitler's lies will not be deceived at all.
The flow of garbled fact and complete untruth con
tinues. On January ist, 1941, Hitler published a New
Year Proclamation to 'the National-Socialist Party' of
Germany.
A considerable part of this document
consists of his usual boastful threats as to what he is
going to do to Britain—utterances which frighten us
about as much as a gorilla thumping his chest in a zoo.
The rest is a tissue of lies. Space does not permit a
detailed analysis of all these false statements; but two
may be taken as fair samples of the whole.

He says that the leaders in the democracies believe
'that war offers the greatest business deal. They want
a long war, as it is in their interest to get the greatest
possible value from their investments. ... It is, there
fore, understandable if one of the chief armament
industrialists in England, the recently deceased Mr.
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Chamberlain, declared from the very first day that the
war would last at least three years for England.' The
first half of this is ridiculous, for leading industrialists
in England are well aware of the enormous losses
which a long war must necessarily cause to them; but
the reference to Mr. Neville Chamberlain seems to call
for a remark. It matters nothing to Hitler whether a
man be alive or dead, for he would as soon traduce the
dead as the living. No man in Europe is better aware
than Hitler of Chamberlain's passionate efforts to
preserve peace. The Prime Minister of Great Britain
did not fly to Munich or to Godesburg in order to drag
his country into war. But Hitler is not content with so
simple a calumny as that Chamberlain wanted war; he
must invent the bleaker and blacker fable that Cham
berlain was possessed of great investments in armament
factories and persisted in war in order to increase his
dividends. The 'credulous masses' in Germany may
be willing to accept this story, for they have good
reason to believe that such motives may well influence
the adventurers who control the Nazi party; but
people in Britain who understand something of the
character of the honest single-minded gentleman who
was till so lately their Prime Minister, will not be able
to escape a feeling of nausea and disgust at so poison
ous a lie.

The other calumny is that when France 'broke away
from the war . . . the first units to give up were the
British divisions'. The object is to induce the French
to believe that the unhappy position of France is due
to the failure of the British Expeditionary Force. This
lie can be disproved by the briefest outline of the
known facts of the case. On May 14th, 1940, the
sector of the allies between Sedan and Namur was
defended by the French under the ill-fated General
Corap, and they gave way under the German attack.
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Attempts made to repair the damage were ineffectual;
but it was not till General Lord Gort received orders to

fall back from the position exposed by the break
through that the B.E.F. began to retire. No British
divisions 'gave up'. The)' made repeated attacks; and
it was not till the 28th, after the King of the Belgians
had surrendered on behalf of his whole army, that it
became perfectly apparent, after consultation with
General Weygand (who had succeeded General Gamelin owing to the failure of the latter), that there
remained no hope of saving the B.E.F. except by an
evacuation from Dunkirk.
This difficult operation
was carried out with wonderful success, and a total of
335,000 troops as well as many French soldiers were

safely carried to England.

Throughout the fighting

the British line was never broken.

A claim that 'the Lord God has given his approval
to our fight' concludes the Proclamation. The object
of this strange statement is plain; but it does not
impress those who know that Hitler has by words and
deeds proved himself to be completely without religion,
and stands revealed to those who read his record as an
arrogant megalomaniac without any kind of humanity
in his false and treacherous soul.
January 1941.

MAUGHAM
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INTRODUCTION
This little book is concerned to explain and to expose
the practical working of one of Hitler's two great
allies in war, namely, the ally of persistent shameless
lying. The other ally is that of calculated cruelty,
which the Germans call fnghtfnlness, directed against
civilians, men, women, and children, and designed to
terrorize the people he has chosen to attack into sub
mission. Nothing need be said on this aspect of a
German war because the facts as to sinking civilian
ships without warning and without attempting to save
even the women and children, and the machine-gunning
of fugitive civilian refugees on public roads—to give
only two instances—are too well known to require
repetition here. Hitler's inveterate lying as an instru
ment of home and foreign propaganda is not so well
known. It is not without historical interest, and even
those well-meaning people who still are inviting us to
'Trust Hitler' may be tempted to think again.
It is proposed to prove in these pages four main
points:

First, that in the case of a dictator with the men
tality of Hitler there is no ground for anticipating
truth. It so happens that before he attained power he
explained his theories of government and some of his
ideas on religion and ethics in his book Mein Kampf

('My Struggle'), and this book is still being circulated
in Germany, to his pecuniary advantage, as repre
senting the doctrines on which all Germans, in his
view, must fashion their lives. It must be perfectly
plain to the reader of his opinions on propaganda that
he would only allow the truth to be published if he
conceived it 'to pay', and that he has nothing but
admiration for a useful lie.
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Secondly, that in the long series of aggressions on
the countries of Europe, from the invasion of Austria
to the overwhelming of France, Hitler has always used
the method of lulling the victim to sleep by deliberate
and repeated public lies as to his intentions. It will
therefore be clear that he has continued after he
attained power to use the method of mendacity, and
that, as the events have shown, it has been a powerful
aid to him in gaining his successes.

Thirdly, that in relation to the actual operations of
war he and his subservient helpers have lied on every
occasion on which it seemed to be desirable in order to
preserve the picture of an invincible and ever victorious
Germany.

Lastly, that he is still engaged in spreading abroad
the lies which pass under the specious name of the

'New Order". It was something more than a new name
for Nazidom, for it promised a new Golden Age for
Europe. How long this fable can continue to be circu
lated in the face of the evidence concerning Hitler's
methods as applied during the past year in the
conquered countries of Europe it is impossible to say;
for in the view of Hitler, the more monstrous the
propaganda lie, the more likely it is to be believed.
Those who read the account of Nazi acts and behaviour
in the occupied territories will not be surprised if
evidence is forthcoming to show that the 'New Order
for Europe' is being scrapped, and that a new but
equally false version, reserved for German Aryans, is
now being tried on working men in the orations of
Hitler.
The extracts from Mcin Kampf throughout this book, arc from
the unexpurgated edition, published in London, 1939, by Hurst
and Blacken (2nd impression). The translation is by James
Murphy.
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CHAPTER I

THE

POLICY

IS

DELIBERATE

Hitler believes in lying as a method of gaining his
ends. He says so, in effect, himself. He justifies it in
his book, Mcin Kamff.
There he says:
'The worst of all was that our people did not understand the
very first condition which has to be fulfilled in every kind of
propaganda) namely, a systematically one-sided attitude towards
every problem that has to be dealt with.'

He has a low opinion of the multitude who are to be
gulled.
'The broad masses of the people arc not made up of diplomats
or professors of public jurisprudence, nor simply of persons who
are able to form reasoned judgment in given cases, but a vacil
lating crowd of human children who arc constantly hovering
between one idea and the other.' (p. 161.)

And again:
'The receptive powers of. the masses are very restricted and
their understanding is feeble. On the other hand they quickly
forget.' (p. 159.)

Hitler commends the British propaganda in the last
war for qualities which it did not possess, but which are
clearly acceptable to him. This 'excellent example', he
says,

'confined itself to a few themes meant exclusively for mass con
sumption. ... At first all of it appeared to be idiotic in its
impudent asscrliveness. Later it was looked upon as disturbing,
but finally it was believed.' (p. 163.)

In other words, the ruler must lie boldly and go on
lying, so as to bring the masses—'the empty-headed
herd of sheep' as he describes them—round to his way
of thinking. For the more audacious the falsity, the
7
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more readily will it be swallowed by the credulous.
Make no mistake—Mein Kampf is a serious statement
of faith, however detestable. And Hitler has from the
first put his doctrine of lying into practice, deceiving
his own subjects first and then leading foreign peoples
astray. He counted, no doubt, on the reluctance of
the average civilized man to imagine that a German
Chancellor could be so shamelessly false as Hitler has
proved to be, again and again; but his main reliance,
as he has explained with unblushing candour, is his
supreme contempt for the intelligence of the ordinary
working man and woman, 'the broad masses' of the
people. The repeated, the persistent, the ever-more
emphatic lie is his method. As will be seen by the
reader, he has never departed from this chosen tech
nique, and he doubtless will continue to follow it till
he disappears from the scene, with the reputation of
having been the Champion Liar of all modern history.
Two observations may be made here. The first is
that Hitler's mendacity in the series of steps he took to
invade and to enslave the smaller countries in close
proximity to Germany does not admit of doubt or
cavil. As shown above, he adopted lies as an instru
ment of policy. His own words, quickly followed by
his own long-prepared deeds, are conclusive.

A selec

tion of his deliberate mis-statements in pursuance of
these aims follows in the next section of this book.
The other observation is this. British statesmen and
public men have never at any time used mendacity
as an instrument of war, still less have they ever
uttered such praise of lying as Hitler has done in Mein
Kampf, some only of which are above set forth. In
Great Britain we believe in the 'ultimate power of
Truth.
A single but a striking illustration may be
2;iven. When during the last war the first reports of
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the great Battle of Jutland reached the Admiralty (in
May 1916), the Government, including the Admiralty,
were bitterly disappointed that the German Fleet had
not been more or less destroyed. They sent out a
statement to the public so cautiously worded that it
was received with a feeling of unforgettable gloom.
The Germans announced a great victory. The world
thought that the great British Navy had suffered a
defeat, and that our supremacy at sea was at an end.
What had happened was this: The German High Sea
Fleet had come out to challenge the British Navy.
Admiral Beatty moved to intercept them with cruisers
and suffered severe losses before Admiral Jellicoe came
into the fight with his battleships. The German Fleet
soon fled. It was not very surprising, for it is now
known that four German battleships received twentyfive hits from heavy shells whilst our battleships
received only two hits on one such vessel. Our cruiser
losses, however, taken in conjunction with the German
Fleet's fortunate escape in the gathering dusk, resulted
in the fact that our total tonnage losses were nearly
double those of the Germans.
But what was the result of the battle? In fact the
German High Sea Fleet, whose victory had been
blazoned forth by the Germans, never again left its
ports to challenge the British Fleet, and it came to its
inglorious end without any further fighting at Scapa
Flow—scuttled by its officers and crews. The com
muniques of Hitler and his Nazi followers, follow a
very different method from ours, for, as will be seen,
truth seldom leaks out in theirs and then only by
accident.
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CHAPTER II

MENDACITY AS AN INSTRUMENT OE
AGGRESSION
The way in which Hitler prepared for his successive
aggressions is not in doubt. In each case he lulled his
victim into a sense of security by repudiating in
advance the schemes which he was in fact preparing to
carry out.

He began his rule of Germany by posing as the
apostle of peace and goodwill, resolved to respect the
liberties of other nations. Addressing the Reichstag
on May 17th, 1933, Hitler said:
'Speaking deliberately as a German National Socialist, I desire
to declare, in the name of the National Government and of the
whole movement of national regeneration, that we of this young
German movement are iillcd with deep understanding for the
same feelings and opinions and for the rightful claims to life of
the other nations. , . . Our boundless love for and loyalty to our
own national traditions make us desire from the bottom of our
hearts to live with them in peace and friendship. We therefore
have no use for die idea o£ Germanization. The mentality of
the past century which made our rulers believe that they could
make Germans out of Poles and Frenchmen is completely foreign

to us: the more so as we arc passionately opposed to any attempt
on the part of others to alienate us from our German tradition.'

Pleading

for

general

disarmament

in

the

same

speech, he asserted that Germany had no offensive
weapons, 'such as heavy artillery, tanks, bombing
aeroplanes, and poison gas'. This, as Europe was to
learn a little later, was a falsehood.
But it did not
weaken the pacific impression produced by his remarks
at the time.
Six months later, on November 10th,

1933, in an
interview with the correspondent of Le Matin, Hitler
replied to suspicious French critics. He said:
10
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'I am insulted by the persistent assertion thai I want war. Am
I a fool? War! It would settle nothing. It would only worsen
the state of the world. It would mark ihc end of our races who
:ire the dltte, and in the course of time we should see Asia installed
in our continent and Bolshevism triumphant. ... I have before
me a long domestic task. I have restored to our people the idea
of its honour. I want to give it once again the joy of life.'

On January 13th, 1934, he rejected with scorn the
assertion that his Government was planning to coerce

the Austrian State.
On March 16th, 1935, he announced conscription.
He assured the world that he would scrupulously ob
serve every treaty voluntarily concluded and in
particular the obligations arising out of the Locarno
Pact. He also said that his Government recognized
the Polish State, with which he had concluded a nonaggression pact, as the home of a great patriotic nation
with which he had no other wish than to live on friendly
and peaceable terms.
In the third year of his rule Hitler reaffirmed these
soothing assurances. Speaking to the Reichstag on
May 2I8t, 1935, he said:
'National Socialism regards the forcible amalgamation of one
people with another alien people not only as a worthless political
aim but in the long run as a danger to the internal unity and
hence to the strength of a nation. It is therefore neither our wish
nor our intention to deprive alien sections of our population of
their nationalism, language or culture, in order to replace these
hy something German and foreign to them.'

Hitler took strong exception to the doubts cast upon
his sincerity. He said:
'Germany needs peace and desires peace. And when I now
hear from the lips of a British statesman that such assurances are
nothing, and that the only proof of sincerity is the signature
appended to collective pacts, I must ask Mr. Eden to be good

enough to remember that it is a question of. an "assurance" in
any case. When I as the Fiihrer and representative of the German
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nation gave lo the world and to my own people the assurance that
with the settlement of the Saar question no further territorial
demands would he made on France, that was a contribution to
peace much greater than many a signature under many a pact.'

And he went on to give similar promises to Poland

and Austria.

He said:

'Without taking the past into account, Germany has concluded
a non-aggression pact with Poland. This is more than a valuable
contribution to European peace, and we shall adhere to it uncon
ditionally. Germany neither intends nor wishes to interfere in the
internal affairs of Austria, to annex Austria or to conclude an
Anschluss. But she desires that the right to self-determination
should be guaranteed not only for foreign nations but to the
German people everywhere.'

On March 7th, 1936, he stated that Poland would
remain Poland and France would remain France, but
that Soviet Russia was the exponent of a revolutionary
philosophy.
On September 13th, 1936, he said at
Nuremberg:
'We see in Bolshevism a bestial, mad doctrine which is a threat
to us.'

He had previously given reasons for refusing to
make a pact with such a regime. He said:
'One should never forget tiiat the masters of present-day Russia
are blood-stained common criminals, that they are indeed the
dregs of humanity.' (Mem Kampf.)

And again at Nuremberg:
'In Bolshevist Russia there is devastation, grim murder and

ruin. Here is laughter, happiness and beauty!' (September 13th,
1936.)

It was by these statements that Hitler sought to
create a general feeling of security while his arma
ments were being feverishly expanded. When he was
ready to strike, he adopted similar tactics with each of
his neighbours in turn.
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AUSTRIA

With Austria, the first to suffer, he concluded a
treaty in 19.37. Speaking on February 20th, 1938, in
the Reichstag, he said:
'As to Austria, it had been essential to remove misunderstand
ings and obstacles to a final reconciliation. I am happy to say that
those ideas correspond with the point of view of the Austrian
Chancellor (Schuschnigg). The underlying idea was to bring
about an improvement in relations which would guarantee to the
Nazi sympathizers there, within the limits of the law, the same
rights as were enjoyed by other citizens.'

Nineteen days later, March nth, Hitler sent his
armies into Austria and occupied the whole country.

His excuse, as stated in an interview to Mr. Ward Price
on March 13th, 1938, was that the Austrian Chancel
lor had 'deceived' him by ordering a plebiscite in
Austria and by refusing *to cease his oppression of the
majority'.
Such an excuse may be left without
comment.

When Austria was thus invaded, Gocring assured
the Czech Minister in Berlin 'on his honour' that the
occupation was in no way directed 'against Czecho
slovakia'. But by the following summer Hitler had
stirred up a violent press campaign against the Czechs.
He told his Nuremberg party congress on September
12th, 1938, that:

'Three and a half million people were robbed of their right of
self-determination; economically they were deliberately ruined
and afterwards handed over to a slow process of extermination.
The Czechs wanted to annihilate them.'

Such statements were of course wholly untrue. They
were made merely as a pretext for the seizure of the
Sudetenland and other frontier districts of Czecho
slovakia at the end of the month, followed half a year
later by the annexation of the whole State.
You may freely redistribute this unaltered book
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Speaking in Berlin on September 26th, 1938, Hitler
declared:
'The Sudclcnland is the last territorial claim which I have to
make in Europe. ... I shall not be interested in the Czech State
any more and I can guarantee it. We don't want any Czechs
at all.'

But on March 15th, 1939, he occupied Prague and
annexed the whole of what was left of Czechoslovakia.
It had, he proclaimed,
'for thousands of years belonged to the Lebensraum (living
space) of the German people. ... In this region the German
Reich cannot tolerate continual disturbances.'

(The Germans have an organized system of producing the disturbances which they so greatly depre
cate.)
He added that he was 'imbued with the sincere wish
to secure the independent existence of the German and
Czech nations'; and with the phrase on his practised
lips he deprived the Czechs of their lands and liberties.

On April 1st he declared at Wilhelmshaven Sve have

given Centra] Europe a great fortune, namely, peace,
which is protected by the German might'.
POLAND

If words could bind Hitler, Poland would have been
safe, for there was a German-Polish Treaty of January
26th, 19.34, which laid down that both parties would
base their policy on the principles of the Kellogg Pact,
and that, if differences should arise, a solution would
be sought by peaceful means on the basis of mutual
agreement. 'In no case, however, will they resort to
force in order to settle suck conflicts'
Not content to rest upon this treat)', Hitler again
and again professed his friendship for Poland. Thus:
'We recognize the Polish Stale as the home of ;i great patriotic
nation, with the understanding and the cordial friendship of
candid nations.' (Speech in ihc Reichstag, May 2lsi, 1935.)
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The Polish State respects national conditions in this country

. . . and that city [Danzig] and Germany respect Polish rights.'
(Reichstag, February 20th, 1938.)

But after the Anschluss and the treatment meted
out to the Czechs, the Poles had become nervous, and
Hitler was not quite ready to deal with them. He
threw a sop to his intended victims by allowing them a

small share of the Czech spoils. And he made speeches,
of course! He said in a speech in Berlin on September
26th, 1938 (demanding the surrender of the Sudetenland), that:

'He had been able to come to an understanding with Poland,
because there he was dealing not with a democracy but with a
man. He had recognized that a nation of thirty-three millions
would always strive for an outlet to the sea. A way for an under
standing in this respect had been found.'
'We recognize that the German and Polish peoples must liveside by side, and that neither of them can eliminate the other.'

And added:
'we have given guarantee for the States in the west. We have
assured all our immediate neighbours of: the integrity of their
territory as far as Germany is concerned. That is no hollow
phrase; it is our sacred will. We have no interest in breaking the
peace. We want nothing from these peoples.'

Tt will be remembered that Mr. Chamberlain said in
a broadcast the following day that:
'He [Hitler] told me privately, and last night lie repeated
publicly, that after this Sudeten German question is settled, that
is the end of. Germany's territorial claims in Europe.'

It may, or may not have been wise, it was certainly
generous, to trust Hitler. We know, unfortunately,
that this final assurance was yet another lie. A year
later, on September rst, 1939, Hitler suddenly invaded
Poland with overwhelming forces and shared her
domains with the Bolsheviks whom he bad recently
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accepted as allies. The treatment meted out to Poland
will be described later.
NORWAY AND DENMARK

With his next victims, Norway and Denmark, Hitler

followed the same deceitful course. Early on April 9th.
1940, the German Ministers to those countries required
their Governments to accept German protection
against the Allies. Great Britain and France, they
asserted, were about to violate Norwegian and Danish
neutrality in order to attack Germany. Hitler, there
fore, was compelled to 'protect' the threatened States
in their interest as well as in his own. While the de
mand was being presented, German troops in large
numbers poured into Norway and Denmark and
occupied the capitals and other towns. The invasion,
it was evident, had been long prepared. The excuse
that Great Britain, by mining certain Norwegian
waters on April 8th, had precipitated Germany's move
was seen to be false. It was, of course, wholly untrue
that the Allies had ever contemplated anv aggression
in Scandinavia. Great Britain and France, who were
fighting for the rights of small nations, the Czechs
and the Poles, would have been the last to involve
the Norwegians and Danes in the war against their
will.

On April 10th the German Government broadcast

from Bremen the following statement:

'Germany's action in Scandinavia indicates her genuine desire
lo maintain the neutrality of the neutrals, and her determination
not to infringe the territorial integrity and the political indepen
dence of Norway and Denmark now or in the future.'

However, when the King of Norway refused to
appoint a Ministry headed by Germany's chief agent,
one Quisling, Hitler began offensive war against NorYou may freely redistribute this unaltered book
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The present situation in that gallant country is

.shortly stated at p. 43.

Denmark submitted on the promise that her inde

pendence would be respected.
Both countries have been and are being systemati

cally plundered by the Germans. Some particulars will
be given in due course.
HOLLAND AND BELGIUM

In the case of Holland and Belgium Hitler's promise
was very precise. He authorized the following German
Government memorandum of May 9th, 1940, to the
Dutch and Belgium Governments:
'The Reich Government declares that Germany has no inten
tion of touching the sovereignty and Kingdom of the Netherlands
or Belgium, either with regard to their European or Colonial
possessions, now or in the future.'

How this pledge was kept will be seen presently.
On May 10th Holland and Belgium were invaded by
large German armies, and parachutists in considerable
numbers were dropped behind the lines. The attacking
forces were welcomed by many resident Germans and
by Fifth Columnists. A gallant resistance was broken
down.

Hitler did not trouble to ask the Dutch and Belgians
to accept his benevolent protection. He attacked them
violently and then issued a memorandum accusing
their Governments of connivance in alleged Allied
plans for an attack on Germany through the Low
Countries. No evidence was or could be offered in
support of such lying charges. Holland and Belgium
had indeed observed the strictest neutrality, even when
their ships were sunk by German submarines and their
frontiers violated by German aircraft. Far from having
concerted any military schemes with Great Britain
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and France, they had kept the Allies at arm's length,
so that it was extremely difficult to give them any
military help when the sudden German attack began,
a fact on which Hitler relied. His efficiency as a liar is
no longer in doubt.

The Reichs-Statthalter Seyss-Inquart began his
government of Holland with a pledge which has proved
to be as worthless as other German promises. It was
as follows:
'We do not come here to suppress and destroy a people and
take freedom from a country. We do not want to press our
political convictions upon her.
We will leave Dutch law in
force, employ Dutch officials, and preserve the independence of
the administration of justice'

This brief calendar of Hitler's aggressions, and of
some of the lying statements and declarations by which
they were preceded, may be left to speak for itself.
Nor, as will be seen, did he forsake the methods of
mendacity when he was in possession of the countries
whose tragic history has been mentioned.
France was in a different position, for she, following
the lead of Britain, herself declared war. Some German
lies intended to persuade the French to lay down their
arms will be referred to later.
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CHAPTER III

LIES ABOUT THE WAR AT SEA
FROM the nature of the case these war lies cannot
always be nailed to the counter like those of the last
chapter and can generally be met only by the positive
assertions of departments of the British Government.
But, fortunately, apart from the good reputation for
truth of British communiques, there are a sufficient
number of these cases in which the complete falsity of
the German statements can be demonstrated beyond
any shadow of doubt. The reader must judge for
himself whether any of these other statements should
be credited unless they have received independent
corroboration; but he will certainly agree that as a
whole they are utterly untrue and constitute one of
the biggest series of lies in history.
the Athenia

Hitler, ably seconded by his officers, has persistently
lied about the war at sea. On the very first night of
the war (September 4th, 1939) a German U-boat
torpedoed and sank the British liner Athenia, outward
bound to Canada with

1,400 passengers and crew,

including 300 Americans. The liner was 250 miles
west of Ireland; by great good fortune most of the

ship's company was saved. This attack was in direct
violation of Part IV of the London Naval Treaty of
1930 and of the Submarine Convention of 1936, which
Hitler had promised to observe, even after he had
repudiated his Naval Agreement with Britain. The
crime was followed, of course, by the German official
denial. Through the Embassy at Washington they

denied on September 5th that the German Navy had
had anything to do with it. On September 19th the
19

You may freely redistribute this unaltered book

Digital version provided by www.HitlerLibrary.org Go there to find more eBooks

20

Lies About the War at Sea

German Press Bureau stated that the Atkenia was
either sunk by a British submarine or by a criminal
aboard her; it added, quite untruly, that all the pas
sengers were rescued. Over a hundred were lost. The
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (September 21st) im
proved on this by saying that the liner had been sunk
by order of the First Lord of the Admiralty, Mr.
Winston Churchill. This is a silly lie to English minds,
but not so foolish to Germans who remember the
burning of the Reichstag.1
the Ark Royal

On September 27th, 1939, the German High Com
mand stated that aircraft had attacked British naval
units in the North Sea, destroying an aircraft carrier,
the Ark Royal, and damaging a battleship, and that
all the planes had returned safely. To convince the
German public that this tale was true, Goering wrote
to the pilot, Lance-Corporal Francke, promoting him
Lieutenant and conferring upon him the 1st and 2nd
Class Iron Crosses.
But the Ark Royal was not sunk. The American
attache, Captain Kirke, visited her on October 1st and
found her unhurt. The twenty German bombers in
the attack had not scored a hit on any ship. Nor did
they go unscathed: two were brought down and a
third damaged.
The Germans, however, stuck to their lie. Thus
they sent out a broadcast on October 1st, 1939, with
this statement:
1 See Hitler Speaks, by Doctor Rauschning, p. 84, 1939
(Thornton Buttervvorlh, London).
There is ample internal
evidence for the substantial accuracy of this book, since the
German edition, which stated in some detail the acts of aggression
which Hitler declared he was going to carry out, was published
before they had been executed.
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'What is the use of Churchill's denying with thousandfold
oaths the truth of the German Official Army communique that
a 500-kg. bomb has sunk an aircraft carrier? Why docs Churchill
not show this aircraft carrier to neutral journalists?'

On October irth, 1939, the Hamburg broadcast
contained this passage:
'The decoration and promotion of Francke have finally dis
posed of all futile British attempts to deny the total loss of a
modern aircraft carrier, identical with Ar\ Royal. It is a foul
insinuation of the B.B.C., which is run by exiled Jewish criminals,
that Francke would tell a lie to get an Iron Cross. English officers
and gentlemen will prefer to believe the honest German airman.'

Finally, on December 17th, 1939, the following dis
ingenuous disclaimer was sent forth:
'You ask what about the Ar\ Royal} We remind you that we
did not claim her sunk but only asked Churchill what had become
of her, because we did not know she had been hit. After many
weeks we hear she had sailed to Rio.'

the Rawalpindi

On November 25th, 1939, the German High Com
mand announced that units of the Air Force attacked
British naval forces to the north of the North Sea and
scored a direct hit on a cruiser of the Aurora class.
What really happened was that the British merchant
cruiser, H.M.S. Rawalpindi, was sunk after a most
gallant fight—not by aircraft but by the German
pocket battleship later identified as the Graf Spee, a
vessel enormously more powerful than any merchant
cruiser.
THE TRAWLERS

On December 20th, 1939, the German High Com
mand stated that the German Air Force had destroyed
'twenty-three ships of British outpost units'.
The Admiralty reported that the ships attacked
were fishing trawlers, two only of which were on naval
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service.

One trawler named in the list did not exist;

another, said to be sunk, was in fact undamaged.

MERCHANT SHIPPING

On February 9th, 1940, the German High Command
claimed to have sunk nearly 1,500,000 tons of Allied
and neutral shipping.
Our actual losses to that date were 500,000 tons,
whilst France had lost 62,000 tons and the neutrals
350,000 tons—a total of 912,000 tons.
THE BRITISH NAVY

On April 22nd, 1940, the Zwolf-Ukr Blatt, with the
approval of the censor, stated that the British Navy
in 12 days had lost 4 battleships, 2 battle cruisers, I
aircraft carrier, 4 heavy cruisers, 10 cruisers, 12 destroy
ers, 13 submarines, and 15 transports.

On April 28th, 1940, the German High Command

less immodestly claimed to have sunk in two days 5
British cruisers and 13 transports.

Actually, our naval casualties in these two days were
one trawler bombed and another set on fire, with no
loss of life. The true results of the naval actions off
the Norwegian coasts, to which the lying German
reports referred, were given by the Prime Minister,

Mr. Chamberlain, on May 2nd, 1940. He said that in
three weeks Germany had had 2 capital ships damaged,
3 (or perhaps 4) cruisers sunk, 11 destroyers and 5
submarines sunk, and 30 (or perhaps even 40) trans
ports sent to the bottom.

In the same period the Royal Navy had lost 4
destroyers, 3 submarines, a sloop, and 5 trawlers, while
5 other trawlers had been bombed.
The relative
strength of our Navy had thus been so greatly aug
mented that we could afford to reinforce the Mediter
ranean fleet.
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Mr. Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty,
further exposed the falsity of the total enemy claims
on May 8th, 1940. The Germans, he said, alleged that
they had sunk up to date 11 British battleships; in
fact 2 were slightly hit. Instead of having heavily
damaged 3 aircraft carriers, they had inflicted minor
injuries on 1 only. Far from having sunk 28 cruisers,
they had succeeded only in damaging 1. With the
German surface fleet almost out of action, such gro
tesque lying was doubtless expedient.

It is, however,

now clear, at the end of the year 1940, that the British
Navy has command of the sea in the Atlantic, the
North

Sea,

and

the

Mediterranean,

and

that no

German or Italian surface vessel dares to show herself

in any of these waters. This fact is sufficient to prove
that the German claims in April 1940 were of the wellknown Hitlerian variety.
the Graf Spce

We come now to Hitler's best effort so far in the

region of mendacity.

The story of the pocket battleship Graf Spec fur
nished the Germans with opportunities for a triple lie.

First, they announced a great naval success. Secondly,
they asserted that the British ships had used mustardgas shells.

Thirdly, they invented outrageous scenes

at the funeral of thirty-six dead from the Graf Spee,
and actually accused British seamen of attending the
funeral in order to spit on the coffins, to indulge in
caterwauling, and to throw a dead dog on the grave.
The last invention throws a remarkable light on Ger
man mentality.

There was no excuse for any of the three lies. The
United Press of America (called below 'U.P.') and the
Associated Press of America ('A.P.') had competent
representatives at Montevideo who informed the world
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of the facts without any delay. Extracts from their
cables will be found in the left-hand column, the state
ments of the German News Bureau (the 'D.N.B.')
will be on the right.
A.P. 14.17. G.M.T.

Montevideo.
The epic story of a thrilling
naval battle between powerful
German pocket battleship Ad
miral Graf Spec and the daring
British cruisers Exeter, Achilles,
;ind Ajax pieced together from
various accounts shows that

the

British

victorious

men-of-war
because

of

clever and superior tactics.

were
their

A.P. 14.20. G.M.T.
Montevideo.
The British trio were out
ranged by at least 3,000 yards
by the 11-inch guns of the
Graf Spec, but they neverthe
less beat down the superior
armaments
and fire
power
through confusing manoeuvres
executed in the words of one
expert observer like fast foot
ballers on a hard field.
U.P. 16.15. G.M.T.
Montevideo,

An inspection or (lie exterior
of the Graf Spec reveals dam
age so serious that she may be

unable to proceed to sea under
her own power.
The sides of the Graf Spec
have been pierced at least seven
times, and part of the super
structure has been shot away.

13.15. G.M.T.
Berlin.

According to messages from
Montevideo, the Graf Spee on
Wednesday towards six o'clock

in the morning came across the
three British cruisers Exeter,
Achilles, and Ajax at a point
about 20 miles east of Punta
del Este in front of the La
Plata estuary. The German
battleship immediately opened
fire.
Later the cruiser Exeter
was seen to be shot to pieces
by the heavy salvoes of the
Graf Spec, and the British
cruiser Ajax fled.
Soon the
superstructure of the Exeter re
sembled merely a chaotic tangle
of twisted steel and iron gird
ers. More salvoes of the Graf
Spce finally forced the British
cruiser to turn away and to
drop out of the fight. The battle

ended with the victory of the
Graf Spee, which in the even

ing entered the La Plata estu
ary and anchored in the har
bour of Montevideo. She had
not only forced the Exeter to
abandon the battle but had also
registered severe hits on the
Achilles

and

the Ajax.

The

Graf Spee herself was only hit
by a few shells.
According

lo

the

latest,

re

ports the British cruiser Exeter
is lying crippled outside the
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Judging from what one can
sec- of the outside of the Graf
Spec, it appears that she is
probably seriously damaged in
ternally.
Only officials have
been allowed to board the ship,
access to which is closely guard
ed by police.

A.P. 18.00. G.M.T.
Montevideo,
Graf Spee hurled 8504b.
shells at her pursuers.
The
Exeter's projectiles only weigh
ed 256 lb., while the smaller
British cruisers Ajax and Achil
les could only send 100-11).
shells into the German.

U.P. 18.06. G.M.T.
Montevideo.

(By Ricardo Alvarez, United

Press Staff correspondent in
Montevideo.)
I watched the sea battle in
which the British cruisers trap
ped the Admiral Graf Spec. I
saw the British cruiser Ajax
bravely enter into a fight singlehanded with the bigger Ger
man warship until the Exeter
and the Achilles came up.

I got back to Montevideo in
time to see the battered Graf
Spee glide ghost-like into the
harbour, with no activity visible
on her deck.
And, when dawn came, I
went out near the Graf Spee
and saw the damage that the
British shells had done to her.

mouth of the La Plata river
and according to the harbour
authorities is to be towed
away.
According to still un
confirmed reports the British
cruiser Achilles is sunk. The
victorious engagement of the
German battleship has provid
ed a sensation for the whole of
America.

14.30. G.M.T.
Buenos Aires.

The news of the successful

battle between a German war

ship and several British cruisers
has made a deep impression on

the public here, and is every
where the topic of the day's
conversations. ... It is not yet
possible to obtain an exact pic
ture of the course of: the en
gagement,

as

for

the

present

only British reports are avail
able which are obviously en
deavouring to minimize British
losses. But even these reports
nevertheless make it clear that
the German battleship has suc
ceeded
in
inflicting
heavy
losses and damage on the
British cruisers, numbering at
least three, and in forcing part
of the British naval forces to
abandon the battle and to seek
refuge in the neutral port of
Montevideo. As the available
reports further state, the British
used mustard-gas shells in the
Engagement with the German
man-of-war. This caused the
German warship to anchor also
in Montevideo after the battle.
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The lie about mustard-gas shells was probably in

vented when it became known that the Graj Spec was
out of action in the neutral port, and that two of the
three British ships had hunted her to her harbour of

refuge in a crippled state, and remained outside waiting
for her to emerge.

The Germans continued, however, to claim a victory.
Ihe official High Command communique contains the

following:

{Graf Spee) 14th December. Berlin. In the course of the
batde the battleship Graj Spee was successful in inflicting heavy
damages on the numerically superior enemy forces. Having
sustained heavy hits the Exeter was forced to drop out of the
battle. One of the light cruisers was also heavily damaged. The
battleship Graf Spec herself received a few hits, At present she
is in the port of Montevideo.'

They continued to pretend that the Exeter had been
sunk. It had in fact suffered considerable damage, and
dropped out of the fight, while the two other British
vessels were not seriously hurt.
UP. 23.29. G.M.I'.
Buenos Aires.
British naval circles in Buenos Aires to-day ridiculed the

14.00. G.M.T.
Berlin.
Continuation of interrupted
message. . . . The British an-

use of mustard gas by the
British cruisers in their battle
with the Graf Spec.
They said that small cruisers
possess limited space and carry
only high-cxplosivc shells. It
was added that gas shells
would be useless and harmless
against warships.

Exeter would be towed into
port in order to land about one
hundred wounded lias so far
not materialized. There is so
far no trace of the ship, and
the rumour has spread that she
has sunk as it is hardly thought
possible that she could have
been towed to the Falkland
Islands, two
days' journey

Geraian allegations about the

nouncement

away.

that

the

cruiser

On the other hand, as

had already been reported, it is
believed that the Exeter has
run on a sandbank in order to
avoid sinking.
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It is useless to give further details of the lies about
the Graf Spee itself and the three British vessels. Afterprotesting repeatedly that the Graf Spee had suffered
very little damage, a request was made for time to be
allowed to put her into a seaworthy condition. Violent
complaints were made when the Uruguayan technical
experts allowed only 72 hours for that purpose. On
December 17th she left the harbour and was blown up
and sunk in the estuary by her officers and crew, who

escaped in boats. This was doubtless done by Hitler's

instructions. The alternative to a fight to a finish was
to submit to internment. The commander of the ship,
Captain Langsdorff, committed suicide in Buenos

Aires. The High Command of the German Navy
applauded this action, and stated that 'he had fulfilled
the expectations which his Fiihrer, the German people
and his Navy had placed in him'. This is a curious
conclusion, if the High Command really believed that
he had achieved a great success.

The United Press of America cabled from Monte

video on December 21st:
U.P. 10.02. Ci.M.T. Montevideo. The Graf Spee was unfit
to light another battle when she was taken out and scuttled,
declares the Montevideo newspaper El Dia in a leading article
to-day.

'We are able to declare on good authority', says the newspaper,

'that the Graf Spee's fighting capacity was almost entirely nullified
by the earlier battle.

'Her fire-control tower was wrecked, preventing central control

of her guns, and her ammunition lifts were paralysed.'

The lie about the funeral of the thirty-six men at

Montevideo was sent out on December 20th. On the
left-hand side will be found the editorial note in the
6th edition of the Argentine evening paper, Critica, of
December 20th.
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The falsity of the news item
published by the D.N.B. is evident. The crew of die sunken
cruiser now interned in Buenos
Aires can testify to its inexactilude. The British sailors sent
a wreath to the funeral of their
lalien enemies, and asked for
permission to form a guard of
honour at the burial, a request

20.40. G.M.T.
Montevideo.
It. lias just become known
that during ihe funeral of the
thirty-six fallen sailors of the
Admiral Graj Spee outrageous
scenes took place. British seamen from several ships lying
in the harbour spat on the
coffins of the German sailors

man Legation in Montevideo.

caterwauling went on in the
background during the funeral
sermon for the fallen and the
climax of this behaviour was
reached when immediately af
ter the burial they threw a
dead dog on to the tomb of the
German sailors.

which was refused by the Gcr-

during the funeral procession,

The truth is that a number of British sea captains
who had been captured by the Graf Spee and released
in Montevideo followed the cortege. The wreath was
inscribed 'To the memory of the brave men of the sea
from their comrades of the British Merchant Service*.
There were no demonstrations.
After the statement by the Critica, the D.N.B.
withdrew this false news; but without any explanation
or apology for a dastardly lie.

The last extract from the U.P. and A.P. of America
was cabled on January ioth after an examination of
the injured sailors in the hospital. It is as follows:
A.P. 18.30. G.M.T. Montevideo. 'The Uruguayan Medical
Commission on the German allegation that the British cruisers
used mustard against the Graj Spce declared that there was no
evidence that gas was used.'
NARVIK

On April 13th, 1940, British naval forces entered
Narvik Fiord (north of Norway). They engaged and
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sank seven German destroyers and gained control of
the harbour.
Photographs of this striking success,
clearly showing the fate of these destroyers, were

published in the illustrated papers in most parts of the
world.

On April 18th the German Transocean News Cable

sent out the following:
'The British did not succeed in sinking a single
destroyer in the operations of April 13th."

German

This statement was repeated a day or two later.
This is another instance of 'German efficiency1 in
mis-statements of fact.

The circumstance that Britain withdrew from Norway in May, after inflicting many losses on the
Germans does not in the least affect the truth as to the
victory at Narvik.
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CHAPTER IV

LIES ABOUT THE WAR IN THE AIR
After months of comparative quiet in the air Hitler,
on August 8th, 1940, began intensive air attacks on
England, mainly at that time by day.
It was announced by the Air Ministry that on that
date 60 German aeroplanes were destroyed in a big
fight over the Channel, and that 16 British planes were
missing. On August 25th a big indiscriminate attack
on London was launched.
According to the Air
Ministry the Germans lost 58 planes and the Royal
Air Force lost 18.
The German account was that they lost only 14 and
that the RA.F. lost 72.
The rival figures of air losses for two weeks begin
ning August 25th are. stated in a table as follows:
German claims
R.A.F.
Aug. 25

...

72

„

26

...

70

,

27

...

3

,
,

28
29

...
...

44

,
,

30
31

...
.
.
.

98

Luftwaffe

21

1
15
7
34
32

1

47
6

14

29

12

11
63

,

2

.

.

.

3

.

.

.

,

4

.

.

.

57

,

5

.

.

.

46

,

6

.

.

.

67

,

7

.

.

.

94

17
16
24
26

922

249

.

.

.

Luftwaffe

18
17

,

1

R.A.F.

14
21

133
62
93
62

Sc pt.

Official Air Minis*
try figures

9

27
39

58

93
29

23

16
23

10

15

25

20

22

55
41
46
103

268

673

23
21

67

Extraordinary discrepancies of the same kind have
continued.
30
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Thus on September 7th, 1940, the R.A.F. brought
down 103 German aircraft over Britain and lost 22.

Berlin claimed that the R.A.F. lost 94 and that only
26 German machines were destroyed.
On September 15th, 1940, the R.A.F. destroyed 185
enemy machines, losing 25 themselves. Berlin admitted
the loss of only 43, but asserted that the R.A.F. had
lost 79.

On September 27th, 1940, the R.A.F. brought down
133 German machines, losing 34- Berlin almost re

versed the figures, admitting only 38 losses and
asserting that 101 British planes had been destroyed.
On October 7th, 1940, the R.A.F. destroyed 28
enemy aircraft, themselves losing 17. Berlin admitted

the loss of only 13 and said that the R.A.F. losses
numbered 32.

There is no doubt in the minds of persons with any

knowledge of the fighting In the air as to which set of
figures ought to be believed.

Hundreds, if not thous

ands, of persons in Dover and Folkestone, and other

places in the south of England, have watched the fights
and have seen Germans 'baling out', or their machines
crashing in flames, while a much smaller number of
British planes have been destroyed.
Great pains are taken by the Air Ministry to get
figures which can be relied on. Moreover, the R.A.F.

generally fly in squadrons, and they return to the same

bases. The pilots and others of the crews and all the
ground staff would know if the published figures of
losses were not true, and the officers at the aerodromes
and the staffs would certainly complain; but they say
that the figures are correct.

On the other hand, the German system, as far as
possible, is to separate the machines in each squadron
on their return, so that the pilots go to different aero
dromes, and this with the object of preventing the
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crews from knowing what losses have been sustained.
Finally one asks, if the German figures were approxi
mately accurate, why was intensive day bombing
stopped (except on casual days) about September 7th?
The Germans claimed to have destroyed 922 British
planes in the fortnight 25 August to 7 September. If
that were true they could by continuous day bombing
have won the war in the air by the end of the year
1940. The fact is that the German daily statements
are simply lies, and follow the usual Hitlcrian tech
nique.

Brigadier-General Strong, Assistant Chief of the
U.S. Army War Plans Division, after six weeks' tour of
observation in England, said on September 22nd, 1940,
that 'British figures of German losses were conserva
tive*. That, of course, would explain why day bombing
has been so greatly reduced by the German "Air Staff.
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CHAPTER

V

LIES ABOUT THE SINKINGS OF
MERCANTILE VESSELS

The German claims as to their successes in this direc
tion are often quite fantastic.
For example, on November 3rd,

1940, a

convoy

protected by the Jervis Bay was attacked by a German
surface raider.

On November 8th the German High Command

communique announced:
'As reported in a special announcement, German Naval surface
forces, operating on the North Atlantic route, completely de

stroyed a British convoy, the enemy merchant shipping space
sunk being 86,000 tons.'

In fact, 33 out of the 38 ships in the convoy returned
to port. The Admiralty communique of November
15th, 1940, reports that:

'So far as can he ascertained four ships of the convoy only,
having a total tonnage of 25,453 tons, are still unaccounted for.
The 38th ship, of 2,374 tons, which escaped from the raider, was
subsequently attacked by aircraft three days later, set on fire, and
abandoned.'

On November 10th the German Transocean News
Cable made the following claim:
'In months of September and October ships of total tonnage of
1,308,600 tons were sunk, of which 946,000 tons were sunk
by submarines alone. Since outbreak of war thus altogether
7,162,200 tons of merchant shipping have been destroyed. Of this
total 1 810,000 tons sunk by surface craft German navy, 3,714,000
tans by submarines, and 1,638,200 tons by air force. Not included
in these figures are enemy warships, naval vessels, merchant ships
destroyed by mines and by German coastal batteries. Total losses
suffered by enemy since outbreak of war thus still considerably
larger, particularly if the fact is taken into consideration that
seriously damaged shipping is not included in the above figures.
33
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The reader must wonder how Britain continues to

get any food at all from abroad, and still more why her
total imports have largely increased.

British losses have doubtless been heavy, but nothing

like as heavy as the Germans pretend.

In actual fact, the total tonnage of British and Allied
merchant shipping sunk, according to Admiralty
records up to November ioth, was:
British
Allied

.
.

.
.

.
.

2,308,537
614,790

Total

,

.

.

2,923,327

You may freely redistribute this unaltered book

Digital version provided by www.HitlerLibrary.org Go there to find more eBooks

CHAPTER

VI

HITLER AND THE NEW ORDER:
THE FIRST VERSION
THERE was yet another type of lie in Hitler's mind,
probably the meanest of all his collection. One can
imagine Machiavellian excuses for deceits which pre

cede aggression and for false statements of successes or
denials of defeat during active warfare. Lies to a

people who have been induced to lay down their arms
by promises of fair treatment followed by most cruel

exactions are in another category.

It is a species of

low cunning which would disgrace an ordinary bandit.
Yet this, as we shall see, is the practice followed by
Hitler. And again there is here, as in Chapter II of
this booklet, no possibility of mistake. The lies are
manifest.

The method was partially stated in Mem Kampf.

Those nations', he wrote, 'which lay down their arms without
being absolutely forced to do so subsequently prefer to submit
to the greatest humiliations and exactions rather than try to
change their fate by resorting to arms again. . . . A shrewd
conqueror will always enforce his exactions on the conquered only
by stages, as jar as that is possible. Then he may expect that a
people who have lost all strength of character—which is always
the case with every nation that voluntarily submits to the threats
of an opponent—will not find in any of these acts of oppression,
if one be enforced apart from the other, sufficient grounds for
taking up arms again.'

He neglected to say that the enforcement of 'exactions'

should always be preceded by promises which are not
intended to be performed, perhaps because he thought
that too obvious to need statement. A few examples
may be given.

On April loth, 1940, the German Government issued
a proclamation to the Danes which said:
35
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'It is not the intention of the German Government to obtain
a base in the fight against Great Britain, it only aims at preventing
Scandinavia from becoming a battlefield for the British lo extend

the war.'

How Germany in fact has treated the Danes will be

seen later.

On the same date (April 10th) the German broad

cast said:

'Germany docs not conduct a war against small nations with
whom she has been at peace for hundreds of years. . . . "Calm
prevails in Norway" says the communique of. the German High
Command. This statement proves that the North is conscious of
its rescue,'

On the following day the broadcast asserted the

admiration of the whole world for

'the achievements of the German forces and recognises the neces
sity of this new historic deed of the Fiihrer, who saved the lives
of three small nations and guaranteed that they would continue to
exist as States?

To induce Fiance not to continue to fight after the

capitulation of the King of the Belgians (May 28th,

1940) the German broadcasts contained the following

passages:

'The Germans want peace and are ready to lay down their
arms against you whenever your wish.' (Broadcast to France
June 7th, 1940.)

'The French have but to lay down their arms and lasting peace
and security will be assured.' {Broadcast to France, June 21st,
1940.)

'France has been beaten and has collapsed after an heroic

resistance.
Germany does not intend, therefore, to impose a
character of degradation upon the conditions and negotiations
for an armistice with such a valiant foe.1 (Broadcast to France
June 21st, 1940.)

On June 22nd France accepted the German armistice
terms.
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The success of these deceits, however, seems to have
inspired the Fuhrer to a greater effort. He poses now
as the evangelist of a 'New Order' in the world, and he
is not deterred by the circumstance that the regime
which he has introduced into the occupied countries
has been one of blight and murder. The New Order
propaganda was originally designed for two purposes.

First, to persuade those in the occupied lands,

whom, as Hitler says, 'we need not hesitate to call the
modern slave classes', to accept their unhappy lot with
a very bleak sky above them, in the expectation of
blue sky beyond the clouds.
Secondly, to endeavour to persuade the inhabitants

of the United States and some other free countries, and
also those faint-hearted people in Britain whose hatred
of war has led them to ignore the lessons of German
history, that a peace dictated by him may be better
than a continuance of hostilities which may spread
much farther over the world. There were many good
people who were still willing to take Hitler at his own
valuation, and to applaud the promise of a generous
treatment by him of the inhabitants of the conquered
lands. They would no doubt have shut their eyes to a
moderate amount of spoliation in view of German
necessities; but they did not expect wanton oppression,
complete disregard of national feelings, and, in many
cases, pure savagery.

Before giving a brief account of Nazi oppression and
persecution in the occupied countries, it may be well
again to point out that what has taken place does not
disclose a new revelation of Hitler's mentality. He
has always held the idea that the German spirit was
called upon to dominate the world by force, that
Deutschkind uber Alles was a slogan that had to be
put into practice at once, and that all who resisted
must be destroyed. He disclosed as much as he thought
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safe in Mrm Kampj. In the chapter on 'Nation and
Race' and elsewhere we find Hitler's curious and
wholly unscientific ideas on the Aryan stock as the
creators and founders of what he calls 'culture', and of
the paramount importance of the German race as the
typical Aryans. He of course did not disclose in that
book his ideas as to the higher mission of that chosen
race; that was explained as early as the year 1932 to
his associates, and his views are to be found in Hitler
Speaks (Dr. Rauschning, 1939, London, Thornton
Butterworth). A new Herren-Klasse (the mastermen) was to be created in Germany. Germany was
'to become a world power and not merely a continental
state' (p. 125).

'We need space to make us independent of every possible
grouping and alliance. In die East, we must have the mastery as
far as the Caucasus and Iran. In the West, we need the French
coast. We need Flanders and Holland.
Above all we need
Sweden. We must become a colonial power. We must have a
sea power equal to that of Britain. . . . We must rule Europe or
fall apart as a nation.' (p. 126.)

At other times he explained his aims in regard to
Britain.
He would attack Great Britain at all its
weakest points, India no less than Canada. He planned
the occupation of Sweden as well as of Holland. The
latter country, in particular, seemed to him a valuable

jumping-off ground for air and under-water attacks on
England.

'In less than eight hours we shall break through to their coast.
. . . The day of Britain's might at sea is past. Aircraft and the
U-boat have turned surface fleets into the obsolete playthings of
the wealthy democracies. They are no longer a serious weapon
in decisive warfare.' (p. 129.)

He does not seem to have troubled himself about the

possible aid of the United States. But he also explained
his views about the New Order. He said this:
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'There will he a Herren-Klasse, art historical class tempered by
battle, and welded from the most varied elements. There will be
a great hierarchy of party members [the Nazis], They will be
the new middle-class. And there will be the great mass of anony
mous, the serving collective, the eternally disfranchised. . . . But
beneath them there will still be the class of subject alien races: we
need not hesitate to call them, the modern slave class. And above
all there will stand the new aristocracy, the most deserving and
the most responsible Fuhrer-personalities.' (p. 50.)

There the secret is out. There is to be 'Germany
above all others', which means regardless of others,
surrounded by slave States. The necessary methods
did not shock Hitler.
'Nature is cruel', he said to Dr. Rauschning (p. 140), 'therefore
we too may be cruel. If I can send the flower of the German
nation into the hell of war without the smallest pity for the
spilling of precious German blood, then surely I have the right to
remove millions of an inferior race that breeds like vermin! I
shall simply take systematic measures to dam their great natural
fertility.
For example, I shall keep their men and women
separated for years. . . . There are many ways, systematic and
comparatively painless, or at any rate, bloodless, of causing
undesirable races to die out.'

Is this the true New Order?

Or has he and have his

followers been recently persuaded to adopt the very
different ideas of a Golden Age which he gives out to
the world outside Germany? The answer, beyond a
doubt, will be supplied by the facts of which a sum
mary follows.1
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

The Nazi tyranny began in Czechoslovakia with
wholesale arrests and executions. Later, the Gestapo
1 The reader is referred to a very powerful and a much more
elaborate statement of the facts, which will be found in Europe
under the Nazi Scourge, 1941) (Times Publishing Company,
England).
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discovered

(or .so

they

said)

fresh

symptoms

of

rebellion after the collapse of France. More arrests
followed, including the leaders of the National Soli
darity Party, many of whom have disappeared. How
many people have been executed it is impossible to
say. The provincial home rule which existed under the
Republic has been completely destroyed. Over 1,000
students, lecturers, and professors have been deprived
of their liberty. No Czech university remains open;
and the building of Czech elementary and secondary
schools has been stopped. Scientific instruments and
libraries of valuable books have been removed to
Germany. Factories all over the country, except those
used for making armaments for Germany, have been
closed. Some 300,000 workmen have been taken over
the frontier to work in German factories. Large stocks
of potatoes and other foodstuffs have been taken to
Germany. Taxation of the Nazi type has been intro
duced. All economic control has passed, or is now
passing, into German control. Czech shops are being
driven out of business by the withholding from them
of necessary supplies. In short, there is a persistent
attempt to destroy the spiritual life of the people, and
to persecute those who continue to display any national
feeling. But the patriotic spirit of the Czechs remains
unbroken.
POLAND

The Germans, tt will be remembered, occupied about
half of Poland with a population of nearly 23,000,000
inhabitants. They then divided this territory into two
portions, one of which was at once annexed to the
Reich, and the other of which was placed under the
government of the ''General-G'ouvernement for the
occupied Polish Territories*.
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The part annexed to the Reich was much the richer
of the two and comprised most of the mines and the
metal and engineering works. Out of its 11,000,000
inhabitants only some 600,000 were Germans. But

this did not deter Hitler from declaring at Bromberg
on November 27th, 1939: 'Whoever belongs to the

Polish nation has to leave the country.' It is almost
unbelievable, but it is true, that this policy is being

carried out. Land is being steadily expropriated;
farms have been placed under control; the Polish
population is being deported. The educated classes—
doctors, lawyers, teachers, business men, priests, land
owners—have been dealt with by Himmler and the
Gestapo; they have either been executed or 'removed',
most of them to the poor territory of the GeneralGouvernement, where they have small prospects of
suitable employment.

The ancient universities of Poland, including that o(
Cracow, one of the oldest in the world, have been
closed.

The professors have been taken to concentra

tion camps in Germany, where a number have died.
Scientific installations and instruments have been
taken to the Reich. Libraries and collections have also
been confiscated.

A million of the best skilled workmen have been
removed from their families and taken to Germany.
Jews are forced to do humiliating and often useless
work, if they want to live.
Warsaw is mostly in ruins. It presents a tragic appear
ance. There are no means for heating the private

houses. The shops are closed, or are closing, for lack
of stocks. The Nazis are collecting and removing all
metal parts they can find for exportation to Germany.
The city has been divided into three residential areas:
one, of course the best, for the Germans, one for the
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Poles, and one for the Jews, a closed Ghetto as in
medieval times. The expropriated Poles and Jews
were allowed to take with them their beds, household
linen, and personal effects—but nothing else. The
German governor of Cracow has ordered a purge of
Jews from that city. His regulations provide for their
expulsion and, of course, forbid the influx of any new
Jews into the city.

Over 300,000 Germans who were living on territories
ceded recently to Soviet Russia are now being trans
ferred to Polish lands annexed to the Reich; but room
for them is being provided by deporting a much greater
number of Poles to the territory of the GeneralGouvemement. It is said that so far 1,500,000 have
been sent there crowded into goods trucks. Many died
on the long journey of cold and starvation. Those
who survived arrived in a terrible state of destitution

at Warsaw and elsewhere, without means of subsis

tence, without luggage, and without identification
papers, so that they cannot even obtain their food
rations. They cannot complain to German officials;
and there are no Polish newspapers.
Large quantities of bread-stuffs from the 1940
harvest have been sent to Germany. Food is very
scarce.

Foodshops are reserved for Germans.

The above are facts and cannot be denied. The
numbers of persons killed without trial by the Gestapo
and the S.A. and the stories of the numerous men and
women tortured in prison and concentration camps
will not be mentioned here. The estimates are terrible.

The 'New Order', or, as we in Britain must prefer to
describe it, the Nazi Tyranny, in Poland is a ruthless
and undisguised attempt to destroy the whole Polish

nation.
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NORWAY

The Norwegians had the audacity to resist; and the
Nazi regime is now treating the country as a typical
'slave-state'. The Government in Oslo was created by
the traitor Quisling, obeying his masters in Berlin, and
it is now administered by the Gauleiter Terboven. The
King and his legal Cabinet are in England. Indepen
dence in Norway is at an end; for example, there is no
Minister for Foreign Affairs and no Defence Minister.
Independent newspapers have been suppressed. Only
German films are permitted.

The Nazis, according to

their usual technique, are plundering the banks. The
Germans, who were at one time not disliked in Norway,
are now detested.
Such is the 'New Order' in Norway.
DENMARK

Denmark is being treated by Hitler in a special way.
It is the German attempt to prove how happily a
kindly race whose country has been forcibly taken over
by Hitler may live under the Reich. The idea of a
show-piece was a good one.

The drop-scene was not

so bad.
But the Nazi character does not include
honesty or generosity to other nations, even if the

inhabitants are 'Aryans',

The produce of Danish

industry is being, in fact, confiscated by the simple
method of trade agreements. The goods are removed
under the agreements, but are not paid for. The Ger
man debt to Denmark on these accounts had risen in
only four months to 800,000,000 kr., and it would be
difficult to find anyone in Denmark who thinks that
the debt will ever be paid.

On the other hand, the effect of the British blockade
is very serious. Commodities are rationed; but the
German ration is much larger than the Danish one.
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Owing to lack of fodder there has had to he an enor

mous reduction of cattle, pigs, and poultry.
The
splendid agricultural system of Denmark seems to be
m a hopeless state until the Nazi occupation comes to
an end. The Danes have lost three-quarters of their

export trade.

The country is suffering from a thinly disguised

spoliation, and also from shameless looting. Unrest is
rife. The Germans are hated. Patriotic Danish songs
are the order of the day, both in Copenhagen and in
all other large towns.
HOLLAND

Before the invasion Holland had very large reserves
and supplies of raw materials and food; and also many
inhabitants who were not opposed to the idea of
joining their country to the Reich. The Germans have
altered all that. They began by taking vast quantities

of stores of consumable goods and paying for them
with almost worthless paper marks. To give one

example, they removed in the first week 8,000,000
kilograms of butter, nearly 90 per cent, of the total
reserves of that article. The same system was followed
with other kinds of food, with clothing, and with raw
materials.

As a consequence, ration cards are issued to the
Dutch, though the Germans do not require them.
Unemployment was dealt with by placing the unem

ployed into labour corps to be drafted where the
Germans please.
Those who refused to go were
deprived of their ration cards and were left to face
starvation for themselves and their families.
The
winter of 1940-r presents a dreary aspect, partly
because fuel for the Dutch will be difficult to obtain,
while the Germans can get it, and food will he scarce;
but it seems that disaster in the shape of famine in
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Holland will be avoided. It will not pay the Hitler
regime to starve a country with so many contacts with
the United States.
There has been a pretence of allowing the central
and the local governments to continue to ("unction; but
everything is under the control of the Austrian SeissInquart and of Himmler and other Germans. The
Queen of Holland and the legitimate Dutch Govern
ment are in England.
There is a special concentration camp chiefly for a
body of Catholic university professors and for Roman
Catholics.
The general opinion throughout the country is that

its future depends on the victory of Britain and its
allies. The history of the Netherlands does not justify
the view that their people will submit to a German
tyranny.

BELGIUM

Belgium is another example of Hitler's slave-states.
The industries which will be kept alive are only those
which suit Germany's interests. Thus, brick-making
and the production of cement are encouraged; but the
motor-car tyre industry is to be stopped. In the agri
cultural sphere, pasture is to be cut down by 50 per
cent, and the Belgians must increase their arable land.
Cattle must be slaughtered. Only 10 per cent, of the
poultry have been allowed to survive, and eggs are
unprocurable.

It is not surprising that the spectre of approaching
famine is stalking through the land; for Belgium is now
short of all foodstuffs, and the Nazis are not likely to
do anything to feed the Belgians.
Their economic
situation is daily becoming more serious.
German propaganda, which was notably successful
at the start, is now losing its effect. King Leopold,
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notwithstanding great pressure, declines to co-operate
with the Nazis. The German troops, in their many
uniforms and their high black boots, are much in
evidence. In the streets, in the restaurants, in the
shops, in the hotels—they are everywhere. To the
Nazi mind it may be a strange thing but the fact is
that the sight is regarded as being singularly revolting.
All real administrative power is vested in a military
high command. Belgian laws have not been abrogated
and the courts continue to function. That is about all
that is left of Belgian freedom; but even this remnant
of freedom
be ordered
took place
that 'the

is qualified, for the courts may at any time
not to proceed with a case. Such an event
recently, and the explanation given was
German administration could not allow
Belgian justice to proceed against men who for the last
two years had expressed their sympathy for a brother

people and for National Socialism'.

Flemings and Walloons alike have a strong love of
liberty. They are beginning to see that it is not, as
they were at first told, England which has betrayed
them. They listen, when they can, to the broadcasts
of the B.B.C. They even welcome the hum of British
aeroplanes which come to bomb military objectives in
German hands. They bide their time. They have no
illusions about Hitler's 'New Order'.
FRANCE

In France there is, at the time of writing, not a
Peace but an Armistice. Accordingly nothing will be
said about the Vichy Government, which has been
giving a good deal of indirect assistance to Hitler to
enable him to conquer Britain, France's ally so short
a time ago. There is, however, a Free France, and
there must be many Frenchmen, even in occupied
France, whose eyes and minds are free and who can see
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that the only hope for the restoration of their country
to her ancient greatness lies in the defeat of Hitler.
It is foreign to the purpose of this summary to do
more than to indicate the probable working out in
actual fact of the New Order in France. It is sufficient
to say that Germany has taken complete control of the
Banks, that Alsace-Lorraine has been taken over by

the Reich, that 70,000 Alsatians have already been
expropriated and sent into France; and that France is
now required to surrender the Alpes Maritimes and

certain other Mediterranean territories to Italy, part
of Morocco to Spain, Indo-China to Japan; and that
Germany is demanding the free use of all harbours and
aerodromes in France and in her territories abroad.
This, it is true, is a New Order, but we shall continue
to hope that France will not accept any terms which
involve disgrace and dishonour.
It seems to be unnecessary to say anything more
about Hitler's New Order for Europe. It is simply a
story of organized oppression and plunder, with a
complete destruction of all genuine freedom, including
the freedom of the churches, accompanied by terror
ism and, where the Nazis think it is expedient, by
murder.
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THE NEW ORDER:

VII

SECOND

VERSION

It seems, however, that the working class of Germany,
who were content with guns instead of butter, are
becoming a little restive at getting fine phrases instead
of real bread and genuine coffee, and Nazi theory
instead of rest and recreation.
They cannot help
noticing that the conditions of their lives as to hours
of labour, real wages, ersatz foods, and so forth are not
getting better, but worse. When is the end to come?
And when it does come will the working-man be better
off because the Swastika floats over people of different
races and ideas who can only be held down by force?
Some men may even go so far as to ask the question,
Shall we and our wives and families be happier when
Germany has captured the whole world, at the price
of universal detestation?
It was in view of this unrest among the 'masses' that
Hitler has recently put forward a new version of the
'New Order', designed this time for working-men of
Germany.
It is well to remember his real contempt for the
masses as it appears again and again in Mein Ka-mpji
'The receptive powers of the masses arc very restricted and
their understanding is feeble,'

(p. 159.)

'The broad masses of the people' . . . are 'not people able to
form a reasoned judgement but a vacillating crowd of human
children, who are constantly wavering between one idea and
another.' (p. 161.)
'A crowd of simpletons.'

(p. 206.)

'The German has no idea how much the people must be misled
if the support of the masses is required?
German edition.)

(From the original

'Universal education is the most corroding and disintegrating
poison that liberalism has ever invented for its own destruction.'
{Hitler Speaks, by Rauschning, p. 51.J

48
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It may be added that Goebbels, Goering, and Ley
have again and again echoed these interesting views.
It is now necessary to mislead the people. On
December 10th, 1940, "Hitler addressed a very lengthy
harangue to many thousands of workers in a Berlin

arms factory at the northern suburb of Tegel. Sand
wiched in among a great quantity of typical untruths
about himself and his achievements, about Britain and
America, there are a number of passages which reveal
the real purpose of the speech.

They are in substance

borrowed from the works of the celebrated Karl Marx,
against whose ideas Hitler has been fulminating for
years. Over twenty references to what he regards as
this poisonous Jew's disgusting notions will be found in
Mein Kampj. Hitler was willing to accept Marx's
methods of' propaganda, but he apparently classed
Marx's social doctrines with Bolshevism. Marvellous
indeed must have been his change of mind and heart
if on December 10th he was sincere in uttering the
following sentences:

'The world is unevenly distributed, as 1 said before.

American

and English observers have found a wonderful expression for this
uneven distribution. They say that there are two kinds of people—
the "Haves" and the "Have Nots". Those who have nothing
will get nothing, but those who have much won't give anything

away. I myself however have always stood by the have-nots in
home politics, and I now confront the world as the representative
of the "Have-Nots". [Stormy applause.} I cannot recognize the

rights of others to what they have amassed by robbery, and I shall
certainly never recognize their right to what belongs to us and
what has been taken from us.'

n

'In the Anglo-French world we find so-called "democracy ,
which is characterized by what is called the "rule of the people".
... In those countries it is capital that rules. A few hundred men
with enormous fortunes are able to rule the country owing to its
structure. They call this freedom. . . . Only those few hundred
capitalists matter, and the broad masses of the population are
considered last.'
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'These people have the possibility only to give an example, to
draw dividends from their armament industry, amounting to 70,
80, 95, 140, and 160 per cent. ... I will not tolerate this. I think
that six per cent, is sufficient, and of this six per cent, we take
away another half. Of the rest we want the proof that it is
invested in the interest of the community. ... If he disposes
rightly, we do not mind, but if not, then the National Socialist
State lakes measures.'

'Thus the pound sterling cannot be sold any more to-day in
the world, and if it is thrown at anyone he dodges to escape it.
[Laughter.] Our mark, however, in spite of lack of gold has re
mained stable and this because you, my Volksgenossen, stand
behind it, you and your labour.'
'We have overcome all inhibitions of a social nature, and more
over we are doing constructive work

for our

future

in our

National Socialistic educational institutions and in the Adolf
Hitler schools.'

'It is something glorious to be able to fight for such an ideal,
as we might say for an almost fantastic aim; our future State in
which every post is to be filled by the most capable son of the
nation. [Applause] A State in which birth means nothing and
achievement and knowledge everything. {Applause] This is our
ideal for which we arc working ... it is our greatest joy in this
world.'

'They have their Eton College, and we have our Adolf Hitler

schools.'

'To-day T am righting for the German people's future. I could
have chosen a much more comfortable life for myself. Rut I have
taken upon myself all this infinite concern and labour because it

was for the benefit of the German people.'
'This war will be won for the benefit of the German people,

and not for the benefit of a few industrialists, millionaires,
capitalists. I am personally a guarantee for that.'
'We have already far-reaching plans for fully establishing and

developing the German people's State. . . . We shall erect a social
State which will and must be an example in all spheres of life.
This will really be a final victory. ... A work of peaceful recon
struction for the millions of the masses will start. Then we shall
show to the world who is the master: Capital or Labour1. . . .
Thanks to your confidence, T can fight for Germany ;md one day
the time will again come when we shall build up this great Reich
of peace, work, welfare, and culture. I thank you.7 [Loud cheers.]
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Deutschland ilbcr Mies and the Horst-Wessel-Lied
were sung at the close of this astounding mass of un
truth and hypocrisy, and the hypnotized people in the
hall were doubtless much impressed.
But doubts
should arise in the minds of those who have read Mein
Kampf, as all good Germans have. A working-man
should remember that Hitler has abolished trade
unions and has imprisoned agitators for better con
ditions of labour. He may also be reminded that Hitler
has surrounded himself with Nazi adventurers who
have made immense fortunes since 1933. Goenng's
wealth and extravagance are notorious. His huntingcastle at Schorfheide, his castle at Carinhall, his
palatial summer dwelling, are filled with works of art.

His winter palace is like that of a wealthy prince.

At

Salzsburg he has another residence; and yet another,
perhaps a significant fact, on the island of Capri.

Many more details could be given about Hitler's

friends who have become millionaires. Ley, for instance,
has bought three houses in the Tiergarten of Berlin,

for 2,200,000 marks, 1,500,000 marks, and 1,300,000

marks respectively, and he has many other properties.
All these men have also huge incomes. Hitler has
known about the money-making proclivities of his

henchmen. He does not^say to them what he said to
the workers in Tegel. His true feelings are explained in

chapter viii of Hitler Speaks under the title of 'Enrich
Yourselves'. Dr. Rauschning also asks, 'One, two or
four houses, country estates, palaces, pearl necklaces,

antiques, valuable tapestries and paintings, dozens of
motor-cars, champagne, farms, factories—where did

the money come from?' And he suggests the answerfraud and spoliation of the Jews.

But, after all, the complete falsity of Hitler's speech
requires- no demonstration:
You may freely redistribute this unaltered book

Digital version provided by www.HitlerLibrary.org Go there to find more eBooks

52

The New Order: Second Version

'Marxism', aa lie said in Man Kampf, 'is the enunciated form
of the Jewish attempt to abolish the importance of personality in
all departments of human life and to set the mass of numbers in
its place. . . . The national theory of the world must therefore be
completely differentinted from the Marxist theory; it must pin its
faith on race and on the importance of personality also, and make
them the pillars supporting the whole of its edifice.'

'The national state must work untiringly to set all government,

especially the highest, that is the political leadership, free from the
principle of control by majorities—i.e. the multitude—so as to
secure the indisputable authority of the individual in its stead.1

In plain English, this is a description of a Tyranny.
Many other passages in Mein Kampf elaborate the

same view. If we combine that conception with Hitler's
opinions on the imbecility of the 'masses', and the folly
of any attempt to educate them except as soldiers, we
can form a true guide as to his real convictions. He
stated them again and again to Dr. Rauschning. For
instance as regards capital he said:
'You ask whether private economic interest will have to he
eliminated. Certainly not. I have never said anything of the
kind, nor have I deputed any of my subordinates to say so. . . .
The instinct to earn and the instinct to possess cannot be
eliminated.' (Hitler Speaks, p. 187.)
'The men I want round me are those who, like myself, sec in
force the motive element in history, and who act accordingly. . . .
I myself can quite easily give my policy a colouring of morality
and show up my opponents' motives as hypocritical. Moral

commonplaces are indispensable for the masses. ... I am ready
to stick at nothing—that is all.' (p. 274.)

Again and again Hitler has expressed his contempt
for the Churches and for religion. As to the Catholic
Church he said:

'I promise you that if 1 wished to, I could destroy the Church
in a few years; it is hollow and rotten and false through and
through. One push and the whole structure would collapse '
(p. 60.)
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As 10 the Protestants he said:
'They haven't the faintest conception of a church. You can do
anything you like to them—they will submit. They're used to
cares and worries. . . . They are insignificant little people, sub
missive as dogs, and ihey sweat with embarrassment when you
talk to them.' (p. 62.)
'The peasant will be told what the Church has destroyed for
him. . . . The peasant shall learn to hate the Church on that basis.'

Many other passages might be cited, including those
(quoted in a preceding section) about the HerrenKlasse (p. 51) and, perhaps more important, his views
on the 'corroding effects of education' (p. 52).
Is all this consistent with the ideal social State he
raves about in his speech?
He insists on his desire for peace, and describes
himself as the 'moulder of peace to come'. Great
heavens! After Munich he had gained his complete
Reich. He then had peace and the fullest opportunity
for what he calls 'a peaceful reconstruction for the
millions of the masses'. Was it Britain, unarmed as
she was, who threatened him?
Or peace-loving
decadent France, as he thought her? Or was it one
of the other smaller countries who urged him to start
his criminal attacks on the independence and happi
ness of many millions of people?
The facts are
sufficient to prove to the satisfaction of any thinking
man that his New Order for Germans is not less full ot
hypocritical falsity than was the New Order for Europe
as above described.
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CHAPTER VIII

LYING AS A FINK ART
Since little credence was attached to German state
ments, it was decided by the propaganda chiefs (of

whom Dr. Goebbels is now the head) to give the
untruth a little more appearance of probability by
publishing it through the agency of an ostensibly
impartial news service or by quotation of what was
alleged to have been published in a neutral country.

Some examples may be given of both methods.

As regards the first it should be made known that
Hitler has a number of agencies all over Europe posing
as neutral but really under his control.
Thus, in
Stockholm, Goebbels has under his dictation the
Skandi'naviska Telegram Bureau which prints messages
purporting to come from London. In Zurich, there is
the Sckzveizer Press Telegraph. In Budapest, we find
the Injormacio.
In Belgrade, the Transcontinental.
In Norway, Fritt Volk. In Denmark, Faedrelandet. It
is unnecessary to expand the European list. All these
journals publish the stuff they are told to publish by
the German Propaganda Agency, Europa Press.
In South America the Germans quote El Pampero
or Reconquista as 'the leading Argentine newspaper'.
In fact these two papers were started by the German
Propaganda Ministry in order to disseminate untruth.

It would occupy too much space to give many in
stances of these lies.

El Pampero, for example, was

quoted on January nth, 1940 for the sinking of the
Exeter, which as we know was never sunk at all. There
is another which is sufficiently comic to merit citation.
The Deutschlamdsender on September nth, 1940, pur54
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porting to quote (doubtless without truth) something

said by an unknown Swedish correspondent, produced
this:

'A Swedish correspondent says that one huge fire follows
another, one crater after another. This correspondent, still under
the influence oi: what he had experienced writes: "Once sulphur
and fire poured on Sodom and Gomorrah until only 77 just
people remained. Now sulphur and tire are raining down on
London, but one does not know whether 77 just people will
return this time." '

At the end of the year 1940 there were at any rate
more than 7,000,000 people in Greater London. It will
thus take a very long time to reduce it to the figure
mentioned by this alleged Swede, whose Bible history
it may be noted is very defective.
The other method is to father the lies on a neutral
observer or reporter. Scores of examples might be
given. It is proposed to select some of those which
were broadcast from Germany in August 1940, when
intensive bombing of England was started by Hitler,
though at very great cost to his pilots, German lies
are on the left, neutral contradictions in the right-hand
column.
German Overseas News
vice, Aug. 15//;, 1940.

Ser-

'Neutral reports from Loudon confirm that population is
panic-stricken.'
German Wireless, same dale.
'The people are pale, with
red-rimmed eyes and feeble in
attitude.'

Mr. Warren Irving, who was
until
recently
one
of
the

American broadcasters in Berlin, K»d on Aug. 15th on his

rt-'tum co London:

'The people here don't seem
to be worded about the war at
all.
liverybody seems happy
and confident. The bus drivers
have iheir wisecracks, and there
is laughter and talk all round.
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Bui in Berlin everybody looks
depressed and worried. You
can see them in the subway
trains
scanning
the
death
notices. They do not like the
war.'
German

Overseas

News

Ser

vice, Aug. 16th, 1940.

'German bombers and Ger
man fighter squadrons in un
precedented numbers have been

for many hours over London.
In

the

opinion

of

foreigners

living in London, it was the
greatest air offensive the world
has ever witnessed.'

American
broadcaster
from
London to U.S.A., Aug. 16th,
1940.
'The German communique
said that German bombers had
ilown directly over London,
despite weak A.A. fire.
But
correspondents
in
American
Fleet Street neither saw nor
heard any German planes, nor
any A.A. lire.'

'The heart of the British
Empire has been left in smok
ing ruins. The Nazi bombing
assault was furious and prolunged.'
(From Germany in
German for the United States,
Aug. 25th, 1940.)

'The German radio stated
that Columbian short-wave sta
tion broadcasting to Europe
had said that according to
American reports parts of Lon
don were a heap of ruins. This

is completely false. We have
checked all scripts and no such

statement was made.' (Elmer
Davis, American broadcaster to

U.S.A. from
27th, 1940.)
'American

report

indicates

that one fifth of London area
is a heap of ruins.' (Bremen in
English, Aug. 26th, 1940.)

London,

Aug.

'Apparently there are reports
around

that

one-fifth

or

one

something of London is h\
ruins following last night's air
raids.
Well I live here and
have not heard about that de
molished section nor has any
one I have met.' (Fred Bate,
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American broadcaster to U.S.A.

from

London,

Aug.

25th,

1940.)

'The Sunday Times has made
a slip by admitting that in
some places there were "dis
turbances in the attitude oil the
population" and "advises a
sleep campaign".'
(Deutsc/ilandscnder, Aug. 19th, 1940.)

Referring to this statement
by the German broadcast, Sun
day Times, Aug. 25th, states
'This is sheer invention. No

such statement appeared in the
Sunday Times.
The article
from which the announcer pre

tended to quote existed only
in his imagination.'

It is convenient to print here some further German
lies about the August air attacks which were not
ascribed to American sources. They were denied by
American observers.
'Ghost-like figures wander
;ibout the streets of London,
shrieking frantically at the mere

sight of a plane.'

(German

wireless, Aug. 19th, 1940.)

'Down in Dover I saw two

men dressed in white flannels,
weari ng tin hats, gas masks
(lung over their shoulders and
Lennis racquets in their right
bands, walking towards the
tennis courts. German bomb
ers were overhead and the
A.A. guns were tearing apart

an incredibly soft and tender
looking blue sky about 15,000
feet above.' (Edward Murrow,
American
broadcaster
from
London to U.S.A., Sept. 3rd,
1940.)

'Dover is no longer service
able as a port.'
(In German
for Germany, Aug. 30lh, 1940.)
'Dover is already practically
German territory.'
(N B B S,
Sept. 2nd, 1940.)

'Dover, which has been the
focal point of attack of air and
artillery across the Channel, is
surprisingly free from exten
sive destruction. The inhabi
tants arc sticking it, repairing
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homes and even building new

ones, in the face of the Nazi
armadas which daily roar over
head.' (Hugh Wagnon, Am
erican correspondent for Asso
ciated Press, Sept. 7th, 1940.)
'The hanks of the river Mer
sey and Liverpool were brightly
illuminated by flames of huge
conflagrations. German planes
drop their carefully aimed
bombs which started new fires.
If this night did not definitely
decide the fate of Liverpool it
was clear, nevertheless, that

further blows of such violence
must have a simply devastat
ing effect.' (Transocean, Sept

'Liverpool, still one of Bri
tain's busiest ports, has been a
target tor numerous fire bombs,
some of: which started fires at
the docks, hut those were
quickly extinguished and no
interference with work occa
sioned.' (Hugh Wagnon, Am
erican correspondent for Asso
ciated Press, Sept. 7th, 1940.)

1940.)

Three more examples may be given. The Germans
claimed in numerous statements to have razed the
whole of Portsmouth to the ground. The truth may
be gathered from the following cable to the Chicago

Daily News on August 23rd, 1940:

'If what the Germans have done to this highly important naval

port is any criterion of German ability to knock out this country,
it can safely be said that Britain is good for at least another
century. This spot is one which Germans claim to have left in a

wrecked and devastated condition. Your correspondent examined
the whole port thoroughly. After 50 raids during only five days
of which bombs were dropped on the town and naval base, it
would be difficult to know that there has been or still is a war,
except in the usual scenes such as the balloons, the uniforms in
the street and the terrific activity in the dockyards.' (Helen Kirkpatrick, London correspondent, Chicago Daily News.)

On September 2nd, 1940, the Germans broadcasted
to France that their machines had paralysed the R.A.F.
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To this there was a reply from Russia, a friend of the
Axis:
'German claims of great successes in air raids on Britain arc
untrue. The statement that Germany has succeeded in gaining
mastery of the air over Britain is also untrue.' (Red Star, organ
of the Red Army of the Soviet Union.)

This third example would merit a prize in a lying
competition. The German wireless news service stated
on January nth, 1941:
'In his New Year's message General Smuts, the Union Prime

Minister, said: "Britain's blockade of German imports of food
stuffs and raw materials did not prove affective in 1940. This

economic blockade ought to be replaced by a psychological block
ade based on the excitement of hatred against the German
people."'

The alleged quotation from General Smuts's message

was a typical German perversion.

What General

Smuts actually said was:

'Germany has surrounded herself with a wall of the implacable
hatred of all the countries which had before been good and
friendly neighbours to her—a blockade of hale, established by
herself, far worse than the blockade by the British fleet.'
GERMAN HUMOUR UP TO DATE

The following is from a German home broadcast of

December 14th, 1940:
'The British Censorship refused to pass the word Coventry; the
American reporter therefore called it "a Midland town famous
for its naked women". This expression refers to an act of Duff
Cooper's, who sent a London music-hall show to Coventry to
improve the spirits of the people there.'

Except for the fact that the name of Coventry,
which had been bombed, was withheld from publica
tion for a few days, this is mere nonsense. Coventry is
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certainly associated with the celebrated, though
mythical, ride of Lady Godiva in medieval times in the
cause of mercy; but it i.s only a German who would
base on this the assertion that Coventry is famous for
its naked women. One must suppose that anything is
thought good enough for 'the empty-headed herd of
sheep', the 'masses' of Germany.
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CONCLUSION
History will deal with Adolf Hitler in her own way
and in her own time. It is to be anticipated that many
German writers will excuse, if they do not whole
heartedly admire, his persistent campaigns of lies; but
others, including all true historians, will naturally con
demn them. History is meaningless unless it is the
Truth.
It may be asked, why then set forth in all this detail
so elaborate an exposure of the barefaced inventions
of Hitler and his circle of adventurers and slaves? The
answer is that at the present time Hitler's technique as
a liar has become a matter of great importance. The
war against Britain has not been going at all according
to German plan.
The British Expeditionary Force
returned home from Dunkirk after having inflicted
severe blows on the Germans.
The British Navy
indisputably commands the sea.
The ships of the
German Navy, so far as they still exist, can only skulk
about, on or under the waters, seeking to avoid ships
of war and to destroy defenceless vessels. The superior
ity of our Air Force, except at present in actual num
bers, has been decisively established. Its bombing raids
all over Germany and its occupied territories speak
more eloquently to the Teuton mind than the foreign
broadcasts of actual facts, which they may not listen to
on pain of severe punishment. Mussolini as an ally has
not rendered any conspicuous assistance to Hitler, and
must be causing him a good deal of anxiety—unless
indeed with characteristic megalomania he secretly
would welcome Italy's defeat.
Above all, Hitler's
scheme for the invasion of England, with dates com
plete for the march into London and to Buckingham
Palace, for the present at least, has had to be aban61
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doned.

Even the German soldiers who are feeding on

the fat of the land so far as it is still remaining in
Belgium, Holland, and France are heard to declare
that they detest the war.
Something then must be
done, and Hitler with his mastery of a peculiar kind of
psychology is ready to supply what is needed—with
promises of the well-known Hitlerian type.
Hitler himself probably does not want peace, for
that may be the end of Hitlerism; but he is compelled
to appear to want it, in order to appease his people,
who are sick and tired of war. His talk of a New
Order and his words of moderation to the captive
peoples of Europe are only a prelude to the offer in
circuitous ways of terms of peace. That these will be
delusive goes without saying. He does not for a moment
intend to reverse the deliberate process, of which a
bare outline has been given above, of destroying the
freedom and the means of civilized existence in the
countries which he has occupied in Europe. And if
Britain, that obstinate and foolish country, declines to
join the dance, Hitler intends to fulminate against
Britain, in his well-known style, as the sole nation
responsible tor a continuance of untold misery, starva
tion, and bloodshed.
The question then arises whether the sheep would
not be wise to hesitate before agreeing to the wolf
taking up his permanent abode in the sheep-fold.
Hitler is asking the peoples of all Europe, except the
U.S.S.R., to put their trust in him. One naturally asks,
why should they? Hitler, though perhaps not a great
man (a question of definition), is doubtless a great
German. He proved it on June 30th, 1934, when he
caused to be slaughtered hundreds of his own people
without accusation or trial. They were not aliens, nor
Communists, nor even Jews. Men and women, rich
and poor, young and old, most of them Nazis, some of
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them such as Roehm (leader of Storm Troops), and
other Nazi leaders, General von Schleicher and his wife,
his familiar friends—they were 'liquidated' in their
beds or shot in the streets for this reason only, that
Hitler thought that they were hostile to his rule. He
justified this massacre, with a typical lie as to the
number of deaths, on July 13th following in the Reich
stag. This kind of greatness does not inspire confidence
in any but a special brand of Aiyan. If we add to this
lurid circumstance his campaign of lies and his
abounding breaches of faith to adjoining countries,
some account of which has been given above, is it
possible to put any reliance on his words, or to believe
that the terms of peace which he may place before us
are in the least likely to be observed?
He told Dr.
Rauschning that he would break any treaty within
twenty-four hours after it was signed if it suited him.
The 'New Order for Europe' is perhaps the most
significant demonstration of Hitler's true aims. He has
treated all the countries he has occupied as slave-states
as he threatened to do some time ago. The story of
his evil deeds is one of organized robbery, of govern
ment by the Gestapo and the concentration camp, of
the abolition of justice, of the suppression of universi
ties and national methods of education, of the perse
cution of priests, of the deportation of millions of
unhappy workers to German}', of the murder of those
who show their love of their own country.
He has
taken away, as far as he can, all notions of liberty in
eight European countries.
No man or woman can
safely express in public any views which are obnoxious
to him; and newspapers which do so are suppressed.
Not content with muzzling all men, this modern tyrant
has made it a crime for them, whether in Germany or
abroad, to listen to the news which comes on the wire
less from Britain or from neutral countries.
He has
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rejected all religions, even that of humanity. Good
and evil are terms with no meaning for him except as a
subject for gibes.

Nothing we have heard or know of Hitler and of his
New Order reveals a gleam of hope in the future for
those who trust him, since under any dominion
according to his doctrines no one will be permitted to
discuss the problem of a happier world.
He has
imprisoned the bodies of countless men; the minds of
all he seeks to put in chains.
Finally, as the recital of facts in this little work
shows, his persistent method is that of the false promise
and the lie. Under his sway the Germany of Goethe,
Schiller, Leibnitz, and Kant has fallen into the hands
of gangsters, murderers, and bullies. Can anyone not
yet blind or enslaved put faith or trust in the promises
of such a man?
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